CRTF Injury Response Tools Working Group
October 3, 2007 Conference Call Notes
Attending 
· CNMI CRMO: Kathy Yuknavage
· NOAA: Steve Kolinski, Kris McElwee, Norman Meade, Tom Moore, Shannon Simpson, Ruth Yender
· PR DNER: Craig Lilyestrom
· USCG: Meridena Kauffman
Action Item Updates
Questionnaire for jurisdictions: The questionnaire has been distributed to partner agencies in CNMI (5 responses to date), Florida (9 responses), and Puerto Rico (4 responses). Spreadsheet with most responses was distributed. Participant names and emails were omitted; if you want follow-up contact info, email Kris McElwee.
Discussion
CRCA Reauthorization and Emergency Response Fund

NOAA will draft a response to the CRTF request regarding a coral injury emergency response fund, then circulate the response to the group before the spring CRTF meeting. Specific answers (where the fund will be located, how it will be capitalized, how it will be accessed) will depend on the language in the enabling legislation. Current versions of the CRCA reauthorization bill in the House and Senate have varying provisions for the fund but more certainty is expected well in advance of the spring CRTF meeting.
Jurisdiction Questionnaire

We reviewed the 18 responses to date. Receiving timely notification was listed as a top impediment to response; the comment was made that this never seems to get better. Craig suggested that folks attend RRT meetings and get on USCG notification lists. Smaller incidents that USCG doesn’t respond to may other challenges; states may lack notification trees, and changes of personnel or cell-phone numbers may break links in notification trees. There is an ongoing need to educate people on what information is needed, when to notify, and when not to. If emergency response provisions come with CRCA reauthorization, the situation may improve.
Another need is assistance with drafting legislation. Puerto Rico and CNMI reiterated this request, which exists even if the CRCA is reauthorized. Is this something DOJ can help with? Other jurisdictions? Please respond to the group if you have ideas.
Action Items

· Recruit working group members from American Samoa, Guam, and USVI (Kris to check with Gerry, work with Beth Dieveney).
· Collate list of potential projects for contract (Kris and Shannon to distribute to group before next meeting and share with Doug Helton).

· Before February, draft response to CRTF request and send to working group for review (Shannon and Tom – note Gerry Davis suggestion from 9/6/07)
Next Meeting

· Wednesday, November 7, 2007, 4:30pmAST, 3:30pm EST, 12:30pm PST, 10:30am HST, 6:30am (Thursday) ChamorroST (Did I get the times right for post-DST?)
