CRTF Injury Response Tools Working Group
June 18, 2008 Conference Call Notes
Attending 
· American Samoa EPA: Christianera Tuitele

· Florida DEP: Brett Godfrey
· Coast Guard: Meridena Kauffman

· NOAA: Norman Meade, Shannon Simpson
General

· Shannon contacted Department of State (Christine Dawson), USAID (Barbara Best), and Interior’s Office of Insular Affairs (Karen Koltes) regarding assistance to FAS.  Will provide an update at next meeting.
· Kris submitted the working group’s proposal for a symposium on regulations and methods used to prevent and respond to coral injury events within MPA’s to be held at the International Marine Conservation Congress in May 2009.  Kris will let us know if we are on the hook for this when we hear something. 
Hawaii Coral Reef Task Force Meeting
Beth Dieveney provided an update on the Hawaii Task Force meeting to be held in Kona, Hawaii, Aug. 23-29 with a few field trips planned over Labor Day weekend.  A weekly and meeting agendas in addition to registration will be available this week on www.coralreef.gov.

Shannon mentioned that the Working Group has been asked to provide a verbal update at the Steering Committee Meeting during the Hawaii Task Force Meeting in August.  We will also be able to submit a written update to be included in the member briefing books so need to begin thinking about content to include items such as:

· update on DOJ’s project of compiling a list of statutes and regulations within the jurisdictions to respond to injury events

· feedback from the jurisdictions who participated in the injury event database pilot project

· IMCC Symposium on injury events

· New project analyzing past NRDA cases

· Resource List
Marine Aquarium Trade Opportunity

Beth also alerted us to an opportunity to submit a short article to two marine aquarium trade periodicals.  For IYOR, we have been given the opportunity to submit articles for two marine aquarium trade periodicals.  We have submitted articles on a range of topics - IYOR, Climate Change, Cyanide Impacts, IYOR Messaging Campaign, Too Precious to Wear Campaign etc.  The idea is to provide folks with what they need to know about corals while conducting their hobby.  For example the working group could do a piece safe navigation and anchoring.  We have also been asked to include an action component - what can the reader do.  It can be as simple as visiting a website to learn more or can be more detailed regarding good boating/anchoring practices, or volunteering for a restoration project (if that is even an option).  The next opportunity will be July then again in August.  If the working group is interested, Shannon will let Beth know and can obtain more information on format.
IHO Meeting on Coral Layer for Electronic Navigation Charts
Shannon alerted those in attendance to a project NOAA Coast Survey is working on to create a supplemental data layer depicting coral and MPA areas to be used by mariners with electronic navigation charts.  Coast Survey and a NOAA Coral Program representative and MPA representative attended a meeting held June 3-5, 2008 by a working group within the International Hydrographic Organization in San Francisco where they submitted a proposal to begin the process of obtaining IHO acceptance of this marine data layer.  Based on comments received the NOAA team will be working with the IHO working group to revise and obtain clearance this fall.  The IHO working group was very enthusiastic and interested in the MPA layer but had some reservations about the coral layer.  The question was asked of why the international community would need a coral area layer since liability provision would only exist within U.S. waters.  Shannon has been working with Coast Survey on this as well although was unable to attend the meeting.  She will obtain more information on the meeting and keep the group updated on progress.  Brett mentioned he is familiar with this project and is working with Lauren Wenzel in the NOAA MPA Center to obtain MPA info for Florida.  Meridena asked if there is any correlation between these data layers and ESI maps, and suggested that this would be useful to the response community.  Shannon will mention this to Coast Survey as they are looking for other uses, especially scientific, for which to promote this project.
USCG Booth at ICRS

Meridena informed us that the Coast Guard will have a booth at the International Coral Reef Symposium in July in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.  She would welcome IRT Working Group representation at the booth if anyone is interested.  Shannon volunteered to sit the booth for a couple hours during the week.  The CG will also have a one-pager on it’s coral conservation activities which will include a section on our working group and it’s activities.  Meridena would like to solicit input from the group on the one-pager.  Please find the draft one-pager attached and provide comments to me, Shannon.Simpson@noaa.gov and Meridena, Meridena.D.Kauffman@uscg.mil by COB Friday, June 27.  
Working Group Recommendation on Lessons Learned Document(s)

We held a brief discussion on the working group’s idea to develop a document or documents pulling together lessons learned, challenges and successful methods from past injury cases as well as from small injury events that don’t lead to cases. With the working group’s—and potentially the Task Force’s—endorsement, we could approach Task Force agencies for funding or apply to other funding opportunities. Greg Piniak confirmed via email that he will have access to some graduate students; if we can pitch our scope of work (or part of it) to a graduate student, we might have less need for funding or be able to tap other sources. Dave has secured a room and phone for the group to meet on Monday afternoon for two hours during the August CRTF meeting to flesh out a desired product and scope of work. If those who attend ICRS are able to get a start on this, they will share with the group before the August meeting.  Norman highly recommended that for this project we would need someone with substantial background or very close supervision of the project due to the number of moving parts and the intricacies of the process otherwise we may not end up with a good product.
Coral Injury Event Database

At the beginning of the year the working group provided the state, territory, sanctuary, and refuge working group members with an excel matrix to be used to record injury events on a pilot basis through June.  It’s coming up on the end of June and we need to begin the process of collecting feedback.  Meridena agreed to provide Kris and Shannon with a standardized comment form they use for soliciting feedback that may help with this process.  Brett mentioned that he has sent out requests for feedback from a couple folks in Florida and is waiting to hear back.  Christianera agreed to check in with those provided the database in American Samoa.  Kris and Shannon will work to establish an easy process for collecting all of this information.
Action Items

· ALL – Review and comment on USCG one-pager.  Send comments to Shannon, Shannon.Simpson@noaa.gov and Meridena, Meridena.D.Kauffman@uscg.mil by Friday, June 27.
· Meridena - provide Kris and Shannon with a USCG standardized comment form
· Meridena and Kris – draft what we’ve learned from our meetings on FEMA assistance in disaster events and distribute to the group (by July meeting) 

· Kris – Begin drafting response to Governor Togiola’s request on getting FEMA assistance for coral reef injuries following disasters.
· ALL – Begin reviewing the coral injury event information collected for the matrix.
· Kris and Shannon – will devise a process for soliciting comments on how the matrix works, for the working group to consider changes and additions.

Next Meeting

· Wednesday, July 16, 2008, 4:30pm AST/EST, 1:30pm PST, 10:30am HST, 9:30am American Samoa ST, 6:30am Chamorro ST  (Thursday)
