With the help of Carol Fretwell and Phil Dustan, the Task Force Outreach and Education working group has developed the following proposal for activities associated with the Feb. 04 Coral Reef Task Force Meeting, in Washington, DC.  The Outreach Group welcomes input and suggestions from the Task Force Steering Committee on these proposed activities.  Baring any objections, the group will move forward with planning beginning the week of Dec. 15th.  Please provide any comments to Miguel Lugo (Miguel.Lugo@noaa.gov) before the 15th if you object to the proposed outline, or at any time if you wish to provide input).

Tues. a.m., Feb. 24:     


a.
Exhibits/ tables set up


b.
Minisyposium/ meeting of the outreach group on Coral Reef Outreach & Education issues/ opportunities (contin. through lunch – location TBD based on available space.)

Tues. p.m., Feb. 24:     


a.
Coral Reef Science Panels 2 – 5pm (location TBD) – All Task Force members, steering committee members, NGO and academic representatives and interested public are encouraged to attend.


a.
Land Based Sources of Pollution (possibly chaired by Tim Keeney or other task force member; 1.5 h max) followed by break 


b.
2nd panel, Topic to be determined (MPA’s?) (possibly chaired by another task force member; 1.5 h max)

 Tues. evening, Feb. 24:


a.
If possible, a reception with folks attending the next day’s Coral Reef Task Force meeting (location TBD).  More time to view the exhibits?

Wed., Feb. 25:          


a.
USCRTF meeting at Dept. of Commerce


a.
The outreach group requests ~20 minutes on the meeting agenda to report back on the Tuesday science panels.


b.
Exhibits still up in lobby during meeting

Additional information on the proposed panelists for the Land based sources session:

The theme of the presentation is a review of how far we have come in the five years (plus) of the USCRTF existence, celebrating successes, glimpsing into the future.  The content could consist of an introduction, three main topics, and question/ closing.  At this time we envision:



Introduction/review of USCRTF history/involvement in coral reefs and land based pollution. 



Linkage between sewage and coral disease


o
"History" lesson from Fla. Keys -- Phil Dustan, College of Charleston (tentatively confirmed)


o
"Progress, Lessons Learned, Success Story" – James Porter, University of Georgia (tentatively confirmed) (also a speaker at 1st USCRTF meeting in Biscayne National Park?)



Land-Run-Off and immunocompetency


o
Both the science involved and an update on an early USCRTF initiative:   Coral Disease and Health Consortium -- Cheryl Woodley,  NOAA (unasked so far)



Successful application to limit effects of herbicides, sewage, and other Land based sources of pollution by intelligent design for island use – Chris Maxey, The Island School in Eleuthera (unasked so far) www.islandschool.org
