Science Panel:  “Impact of the USCRTF on the Threats Posed to Coral Reefs from Land-Based Sources of Pollution:  What Was Before, Progress to Date, Plans for the Future,” presented by the Outreach & Education Working Group

· Introduction by the Chair (tentative, not asked yet):  Tim Keeney, NOAA

LBSP is among the most commonly listed concerns within the 3-year local action strategies (LAS) developed by the seven US states and territories with coral reefs.  Within the completion of the first five years of USCRTF work, a lot of progress has been made since that first USCRTF meeting in Biscayne National Park, including the development of the Coral Disease and Health Consortium and four proven LBSP strategies, all direct results of Task Force work. (5 min)

· Scientific Studies of the Linkage between Sewage and Coral Disease

· “Before — A ‘History’ Lesson” (working title), by Phil Dustan (bio below), College of Charleston, about the record of conditions of the reefs in the Florida Keys, near that first USCRTF meeting. (8 min)

· “Update — Progress Made, Lessons Learned” (working title), by James Porter (bio below), University of Georgia, who was also a speaker at the 1st USCRTF meeting. (8 min) 

· Addressing the Issues of Land Run-Off and Immunocompetency

· “Establishment of the Coral Disease and Health Consortium” (working title), by Cheryl Woodley (bio below), Coral Disease and Health Consortium, NOAA National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science (10 min) 

· Impacts of Solid-Waste

· “Tracking the Sources of Solid-Waste on Beaches and Reefs” (working title), by (Name?/ not asked yet; bio to come), The Ocean Conservancy (8 min)

· “Model Solid-Waste Disposal System for Tropical Islands” (working title), by (Name?/ bio to come), CNMI Department of Public Works Solid Waste Division (8 min) 

· Learning about the Future from the Island School in Eleuthera

· “Intelligent Design Can Limit Effects of LBSP, Even with Limited Resources of an Island Like Eleuthera” (working title), by Chris Maxey (bio below; also see http://www.islandschool.org/) (10 min)

· In Closing, by the Chair (tentative, not asked yet):  Tim Keeney, NOAA

Review of USCRTF accomplishments regarding LBSP and reference to future plans. (5 min)

BIOS for LBSP Science Panel

Dr. Phillip Dustan is a Professor of Biology at the University of Charleston, SC. He is a coral reef ecologist specializing in the ecology, photophysiology, and vitality of corals and coral reef communities.  Much of his work has centered on detecting change in the coral reefs of the Florida Keys.  He has worked in the Florida Keys, Bahamas and throughout the Caribbean Sea, Sinai Peninsula, and the Seychelles Islands.  His field experience includes over 1000 scientific dives, submersible experiences, and thousands of miles at sea on scientific research cruises to most of the oceans of the world. Other experiences include filming Mysteries of the Hidden Reef with Captain Jacques Cousteau in 1974-5, principal scientist onboard Calypso 1982-83; investigating the synthetic coral reef in the ecologically closed Biosphere2 experiment; mapping the distribution of marine mammal habitats in the California Current from space using the Coastal Zone Color Scanner; a principal investigator on the USPEA Florida Keys Coral Reef/Hardbottom Monitoring Project; Science Advisor for The Cousteau Society from 1998-2003; giving testimony to the US Senate in support of the Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000.

Dr. James Porter is a Professor of Ecology at the University of Georgia, Athens. He has a long history of coral reef scholarship on the ecology and physiology of reef-building corals. His most recent work deals with identifying the pathogenic agent of White Pox Disease that is lethal to the Caribbean coral, Acropora palmata.

Dr. Cheryl Woodley is a scientist with the NOAA's Center for Coastal Environmental Health and Biomolecular Research in Charleston, SC. She has been working on developing methods to assess the health of corals using molecular tools.

Chris and Pam Maxey founded The Island School at Cape Eleuthera, Bahamas in 1998 with the goal of conserving the wild population of marine life by providing alternative food sources and jobs for the people of South Eleuthera (www.islandschool.org). Chris graduated from Yale University in 1984 with a BA in History and served six years as an officer in the United States Navy SEAL community before starting his career as a teacher at <http://www.lawrenceville.org>The Lawrenceville School. Chris received his MA in marine resource management from the University of Miami Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science. As the director of the school, Chris has worked with leading educators, scientists and the Bahamian Government to build a unique and rigorous program.

The Island School offers a semester-long program to high school level students. The Island School's mission is expanding as educators and scientists work to build a separate research campus to link the high school experience to higher education more formally. As an extension of the community outreach program, The Island School has also supported the establishment of the Deep Creek Middle School and Resource Center to enhance educational opportunities for the local people. The Island School is committed to instilling a conservation ethic in its students. True to this mission, our facilities allow educators, scientists and students to live what they teach and learn. The buildings at The Island School incorporate intelligent design principles that help to create systems that take advantage of renewable resources and recycling techniques. The Island School has also focused on the practice of sustainable living. It presently generates its power using wind and solar collectors, practices permaculture to recycle nutrients, utilizes wastewater gardens for sewage processing, and has large underground cisterns for water capture and storage.

