Science Panel:  “Climate Change & Coral Bleaching: Addressing a Global Threat”

Evidence is mounting that recent trends associated with climate change, including increasing sea surface temperatures, extreme weather events, and sea level rise, are already having an impact on coral reef ecosystems around the world, as indicated by the intensification of coral bleaching, disease outbreaks, coastal erosion, and changes in the abundance and distribution of fish and other reef-dependent species. Scientists project that, in the coming decades, climate change will continue to affect the health of coral reefs, particularly those weakened by localized stressors. Accordingly, the USCRTF has identified climate change as one of the key threats to address through the National Action Plan to Conserve Coral Reefs.

This session will provide a follow-up to the USCRTF-sponsored workshop, “Coral Reefs, Climate, & Coral Bleaching,” held in Oahu, Hawaii in June 2003, which began a coordinated effort among scientists, resource managers, NGOs, and other stakeholders to assess the vulnerability of reefs to climate change, enhance national and international monitoring efforts, and promote strategies to minimize the impacts of climate change and improve the resiliency of coral reefs. Speakers will provide an update on the latest science of climate change and coral reefs (in terms of trends, impacts, and monitoring efforts), and provide a progress report on ongoing efforts to build coral bleaching and related concerns into the development and management of Marine Protected Areas.

· Introduction by the Chair (to be determined):  

· Overview on Climate Change and Coral Bleaching

· “Overview of Climate Change and Coral Bleaching – An Update on the Latest Science” (working title), by Bob Buddemeier (invited - bio to come), Kansas Geological Survey, Kansas University (8 min)

· Recent trends in SSTs and Bleaching Events

· “Coral Reef Watch” (working title), by Al Strong (bio to come), NESDIS, NOAA (10 min) 

· Strategies to Improve Resiliency 

· “Guidelines to MPA Design in an Era of Climate Change” (working title), by Rod Salm (invited - bio to come), The Nature Conservancy (8 min)

