USCRTF Steering Committee

Draft – 8 January, 2004 Meeting Minutes - Draft

Meeting Purpose:  The main purpose of this meeting was to 1) report on progress on action items from the October Task Force meeting, and 2) discuss the schedule and draft agenda of the February Task Force meeting in Washington, DC.

Action Items:

1.
Vote on USCRTF meeting dates:
The Steering Committee will vote to decide whether the 11th USCRTF meeting shall take an additional half day to include two science panels on land-based sources of pollution and climate change.  The Steering Committee will send in their vote to Shane Guan at shane.guan@noaa.gov by Monday, January 12, EST.

2.
Submit FY2003 Accomplishments:
The FY2003 accomplishment reports from each agency/jurisdiction were due to Shane Guan by COB Monday, December 8, EST.  Agencies/jurisdictions still have not sent in their accomplishments need to do so no later than COB Tuesday, January 13, EST to be incorporated into the Draft FY2002 and FY2003 USCRTF Accomplishment Report.  Shane Guan will compile the master draft accomplishment report and send it to the Steering Committee for review on Thursday, January 15, EST.
Discussion Topics

1. Progress report on action items from the October 2003 Coral Reef Task Force Meeting:

a. Caribbean/Atlantic Region Local Action Strategies update

Dana Wusinich-Mendez worked with Florida, Puerto Rico, and the USVI to identify priority projects from the Local Action Strategies for the Caribbean/Atlantic Region.  Florida had a large public meeting.

b. Pacific Region Local Action Strategies update

Jonathan Kelsey coordinated a series of conference calls with Guam, CNMI, Hawaii, and American Samoa to discuss the implementation of Local Action Strategies for the Pacific Region.  Hawai’i’s “fund shopping” went well with local agencies.

c. Response to Palau’s request for increased involvement to coral reef activities.

The Response to Palau’s request will not address the issue of full/voting membership status of that island nation because that was not formally raised by President Remingesau in his written speech.  The response will address Palau’s interest in increased involvement to coral reef activities such as MPA and a Pacific Region Sea Grant consortium.

d. Governor Sunia Award:

Please widely distribute the Governor Sunia Award call for applicants.

2. Meeting Date(s) for the February Coral Reef Task Force Meeting and the Draft Agenda

a. Shall we expand the USCRTF meeting to a one and a half days meeting which include two science panels?  Options include:

· Keep it a one-day meeting – A streamlined one day meeting is preferred because VIPs have tight schedules and may only want to focus on business related items.

· Expand to include the science panels – To recognize the hard work performed by the Outreach and Education Workgroup.  Also, many meeting attendees consider that the science panel discussion contain important information.

b. Draft meeting agenda discussion:

· Drop individual jurisdictional LAS implementation reports.  Instead, provide the jurisdictional LAS implementation in one or two summary presentations.

· Need each federal agency to report its contribution to the LAS implementation and to report its future involvement in the LAS implementation.

· Input needs on how best to design this session (thereby offers to help).

3. Other

Suggest rotating the starting time of the Steering Committee conference call between 3:30 PM and 4:30 PM EST to accommodate both the Caribbean and the West Pacific time zones. 

4. Attachments:

a. Revised Federal Register Notice

Next Meetings: 

Jan:      Thursday, 22 January, 15:30 EST

Feb:      Thursday, 5 February, 16:30 EST
Feb:      Thursday, 17 February, 15:30 EST
Feb:      Tuesday, 24 February, TBD (in Washington, DC)
