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March 17, 2004

Cry of the Water

P.O. Box 8143 

Coral Springs, FL  33075

(954) 753-9737

reefteam2@yahoo.com 

March 17, 2004
U.S. Coral Reef Task Force 

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration

1305 East West Highway ORR, 10116)

Silver Springs, MD  20910

Dear Sir,

Official Request to File a Grievance with the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force 

As we have brought to your attention at the last Coral Reef Task Force meeting in Washington there is a massive beach dredge and fill project proposed for Broward County, Florida.   

The project will dredge sand from off shore borrow pits between reefs and pump it on to the beaches of more then 11 miles of Broward’s coast line.  The project proposes to bury over 24,000 corals and more then 10 acres of essential fish habitat.  Besides the burial of corals and juvenile essential fish habitat there is also the impacts to adjacent reefs from silt, sediment and chronic turbidity from the dredge and fill process.

The sand from offshore dredge pits is not of the same quality as native beach sand.  It is comprised of many particles that are easily re-suspended when placed in the surf zone it also contains many delicate particles that will be broken up in the surf zone leading to a higher silt to sand ratio.  This silt is easily re-suspended and muddies the waters of near shore reefs, blocking out sunlight and smothering corals.  Reefs around dredge pits will be impacted by silt, sediment and turbidity during the dredging process. 

 As we also brought to your attention at the meeting the reefs around the borrow pits are also being impacted by algae blooms, we are concerned about the cumulative impacts to these already stressed reefs.  It is for that reason that we have asked the army corps of engineers to factor in the current condition of those reefs into the final EIS when determining the effects that the additional stress of dredging will have upon them.  We also requested a Supplemental EIS be conducted to include the health of the reefs and other best available data omitted from the Final EIS. You will find a list of best available data not used in our comments to the Army Corps that we submitted to you at Task Force.

Please find attached a letter dated February 27, 2004 from Col. Carpenter stating there is no significant new circumstances or information relevant to environmental concerns and bearing on the proposed action or its impacts and that the requested supplemental EIS does not further the purposes of the Act and that a supplemental EIS is not necessary or appropriate at this time.  It is for this reason that we now ask to file an official request to issue a grievance with the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force over the Broward County Dredge and Fill project.  

As we have shown the Task force at past meetings this project will impact some of the finest nearshore coral reefs in the United States.  Just off the beach there are ancient coral colonies and fields of Acropora Cervicornis that are currently being petitioned as Endangered Species under the Endangered Species Act.  There is great potential for mechanical damage during the construction of this project.  Our reefs are very important to the local economy here in our County as show in the Socioeconomic Study of the Reefs (Bell, Leeworthy 2001)

It is time we took a common since approach to marine resource management in Broward County Florida we need sustainable beaches and reefs. It is for this reason that we ask for you to mediate this issue.

The reefs of Broward County are as good as any reefs left in the Keys they deserve to be designated as coral reef habitat and afforded the same protection as the reefs in the Keys National Marine Sanctuary and Biscayne National Park.

Sincerely,
Dan Clark

