A message to the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force from CORALations*. 

We want to commend the Environmental Protection Agency for granting National Priority Listing (NPL) to the Island of Culebra for superfund clean up.  All of the military practices that until recently took place on Vieques, took place on Culebra. A wide variety of dangerous unexploded ordnance from decades of NATO military target operations continue to litter terrestrial and marine habitats now frequented by ever increasing numbers of visitors.

For Culebra, well managed nature tourism development represents a growing industry that creates direct economic incentive toward the conservation of the island’s spectacular natural resources.  A commitment on the part of the Department of Defense to allocate federal funds for clean up is critical toward the development of a sustainable future for these many natural resources important to the Culebrenses and the conservation of their cultural integrity.   A commitment on the part of the Department of Defense to allocate federal funds for clean up is critical to the many natural resources that depend on the island and are shared throughout the region.   

CORALations is encouraged to see the EPA moving for justice on this issue and encourages the Executive Task Force to garnish a commitment from the DOD for clean up on Culebra. 

*CORALations is an award wining, non-profit, coral reef conservation organization based on the Caribbean island of Culebra, Puerto Rico.    www.coralations.org. P.O. Box 750
Culebra, PR 00775

