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March 16, 2004

Mr. Tim Keeney

Co-Chair, Coral Reef Task Force

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Department of Commerce

1401 & Constitution Ave. NW, Room 5804                                                    

Washington, DC 20230

Hon. Craig Manson

Co-Chair, Coral Reef Task Force

Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks

Department of the Interior

Main Interior Building                        

1849 C Street, NW, MS 3l56-MIB                                  

Washington, DC 20240

Re:  Supplemental Comments to Coral Reef Task Force Pursuant to Meeting of February 25, 2004.

Dear Mr. Keeney and Judge Manson,

On behalf of The Ocean Conservancy, I would like to offer the following comments as a supplement to the oral remarks I made during the public comment period at the Coral Reef Task Force Meeting of February 25, 2004.

In my oral remarks, I congratulated the Task Force on making significant progress in activities related to planning, formulating of national and local strategies, and gathering information to better understand coral reef systems and their status.  However, I stated that these actions were clearly insufficient to arrest the decline of coral reefs and associated ecosystems.  The subsequent reports by Task Force members only exacerbated my concern.  The way things are headed, it seems likely that Task Force activities will result principally in a comprehensive chronicle of the destruction of US coral reefs, rather than any material success in halting that destruction. 

The National Action Plan for Coral Reef Conservation explicitly recognizes the need not only for activities aimed at improving the understanding of coral reef ecosystems, but also activities to reduce the adverse effects of human activities on coral reefs.  The latter, largely absent from Task Force activities to date, consist of changes to management that materially reduce or eliminate human-caused damages to coral reef systems, such as those resulting from unsustainable fishing practices.  It is time for the Task Force to take a hard look at activities conducted to date and planned future activities, and evaluate the extent to which these activities have resulted, or will result, in reduced threats to coral reefs.  

As the Task Force reviews its accomplishments, it is important to highlight actual management changes, such as newly designated or strengthened marine protected areas (MPAs), that have resulted from Task Force activities.  Looking ahead, the development of Local Action Strategies is to be commended, but these too should highlight specific management changes that will be implemented through these strategies.

As Task Force Co-Chairs, I urge you to ensure that the September 2004 meeting is focused on concrete management actions, past, present, and future, and not additional recitations of plans and studies.

Sincerely,


Cheri A. Recchia, Ph.D.

Director, Ecosystem Protection Program


