Preliminary Report of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy Recommendations
Chapter 21: Preserving Coral Reefs and Other Coral Communities

Recommendation 21–1. Congress should pass, and provide sustained funding for, a Coral Protection and Management Act that covers research, protection, and restoration of coral ecosystems.  (p. 264)

This legislation should include the following elements:

• support for mapping, monitoring, and research programs primarily through the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force.

• support for new research and assessment activities to fill critical information gaps, to be carried out in partnership with the academic research community.

• liability provisions for damages to coral reefs similar to those in the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act, but with greater flexibility to use funds in a manner that provides maximum short- and long-term benefits to the reef.

• support for outreach activities to educate the public about coral conservation and reduce human impacts.

• support for U.S. involvement, particularly through the sharing of scientific and management expertise, in bilateral, regional, and international coral reef management programs.

Recommendation 21–2. Congress should codify and strengthen the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force and place it under the oversight of the National Ocean Council.  (p. 265)

The task force should be strengthened in the following ways:

• Task force responsibilities should be expanded to include both warm-water and deep-water coral communities.

•the U.S. Department of Energy and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers should be added as members of the task force.

•the task force should coordinate the development of regional ecosystem-based plans to address the impacts of nonpoint source pollution, fishing, and other activities on coral reef resources.

•the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Agriculture should work together to implement any pollution reduction goals developed by the task force.

•the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, in consultation with Regional Fishery Management Councils, should implement any task force recommendations for reducing the effects of fishing on corals.

Recommendation 21–3. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration should develop national standards—and promote international standards—to ensure that coral reef resources that are collected, imported, or marketed are harvested in a sustainable manner. The U.S. Department of State should implement incentive programs to encourage international compliance with these standards.  (p. 266)

Recommendation 21–4. The U.S. Coral Reef Task Force should identify critical research and data needs related to coral reef ecosystems. These needs should guide agency research funding and be incorporated into the design and implementation of the Integrated Ocean Observing System.  (p. 266)

The task force should:

• develop regional, ecosystem-based research plans designed to protect and restore coral reef ecosystems, including deep-water coral communities.

• coordinate its efforts with the regional ocean information programs.
