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Resolution Relative to Protecting Coral Spawning and 
Recruitment Events
Whereas, corals are a primary reef building material that creates habitat for tens of thousands of species of plant and animal life, making them among the world’s most diverse and productive habitats, and;

Whereas, coral reefs protect shorelines from not only storm activities but from the daily impacts of the dynamic oceans as well, and;

Whereas, the Professional Association of Dive Instructors (PADI) has estimated that every square meter of coral reef protects $47,000 of property, and; 

Whereas, in all coral reef communities, the social framework, values and culture are interwoven around the practices that rely on, and benefits that accrue from healthy coral reefs, and;

Whereas, in all U.S. flag islands, a significant portion of the population provides for a part of their daily, family income and/or sustenance from harvesting activities on living reefs, and;

Whereas, in all U.S. flag islands, a large, if not majority percentage of the islands’ economy is based upon tourism, and;

Whereas, in those U.S. flag islands, the primary draw for tourism is based upon healthy coral reefs and the active and passive recreational opportunities directly linked to healthy reefs, and;

Whereas, healthy coral reefs hold both the promise and the realization for pharmaceutical and medicinal products with human applications, including natural, anti-inflammatory medicines, materials for bone replacement, and medicines to combat heart disease, cancer, and other diseases, and;

Whereas, Nearly one-third of all fish species live on coral reefs while many of the remaining species depend on reefs and nearby seagrass beds and mangrove forests for critical stages of their life cycles, and;

Whereas, the National Ocean Commission has declared that the intrinsic value of coral reefs is so complex and important that assigning a monetary worth is incalculable, and;

Whereas, approximately one-half of all federally managed commercial fish species depend on coral reefs for at least part of their life cycle, and;

Whereas, corals which reproduce through the release of egg and sperm into the water column, and subsequent settlement require particulate free, uncontaminated surfaces, and;

Whereas, while some species of reef building corals spawn monthly, many others spawn only once a year, and;

Whereas, for successful coral recruitment, unpolluted (uncontaminated,  clean, clear, normal water temperature with normal levels of particulates) waters and substrata are required, and;

Whereas, an unsuccessful spawning event will, in some cases, result in a full year’s loss in the recruitment of new corals, and;

Whereas, many human activities, such as large earthmoving activities and/or dredging activities, can result in a significant addition of nutrients, suspended and dissolved products in the waters that can preclude successful spawning of corals, and;

Whereas, spawning periods for the majority of species of corals can be predicted accurately for any period into the future, and;

Whereas, reduced pressure from human activities can greatly enhance the success of spawning, and;

Whereas, foreknowledge in the planning of human activities to protect the predicted spawning periods can reduce and/or eliminate any financial impacts to the persons conducting those activities, now, therefore;

Let it be resolved that, the United States Coral Reef Task Force calls upon all Federal agencies which provide permit, license, funding, or which conduct activities in the coastal zones or waters on or closely adjacent to coral reefs, to include as a required element in their review process the impacts of such activities on all predicted spawning events during the life of the activity, and;

Let it be further resolved that, provision of such permit, license, funding or permission to conduct the activity, shall be denied in those cases where the requestor does not fully address those issues, or refuses to plan for reasonable cessation of activities during spawning events for purely fiscal reasons, and;

Let it be further resolved that, the Task Force will provide public notice through an annual list by U.S. jurisdiction no later than January 30th of each year, using the best available science on predicted spawning peaks to coastal zone management.  The Task Force shall also develop a notice process for how this information will be distributed effectively.  Notice shall include determining major petroleum companies that ship product to U.S. coral reef destinations and providing notice with the intent of allowing sufficient advance notice for these companies to avoid moving petroleum during those times (including shipping to and from a vessel), and;

Let it be further resolved that, the Task Force recommends that each coral reef jurisdiction (state, territory or commonwealth) include the information on spawning events in their local reviews and permissions for activities which could interrupt spawning events, and;

Let it be further resolved that, the Task Force strongly recommends that whatever necessary local laws or executive orders or rules necessary to carry out the intent of this resolution be drafted and adopted by the local jurisdictions, and;

Let it be further resolved that, the Task Force strongly recommends that any local laws, executive orders or rules adopted for such purpose be also adopted into the local Coastal Zone Management Program as a tool for Federal Consistency.
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