PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RESOLUTION 
ON FURTHER INCREASING PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
Whereas, the Task Force has considered at numerous meetings means for increasing involvement in the work of the Task Force, and in the conservation of coral reefs, by the scientific community, non-governmental organizations, industry and the general public;

Whereas, the Task Force has undertaken measures to increase this involvement, including  holding workshops, seminars and other activities in association with the meetings of the Task Force;

Whereas, due in significant part to the requirements of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), this remains an issue where progress is less than satisfactory to many segments of the interested public, and to the Task Force;

Whereas, many of the individual members of the Task Force have authority to enter into cooperative agreements with non-governmental parties for various purposes, including for the conservation of coral reefs; and

Whereas, many non-governmental organizations and other parties are willing to enter into such agreements to advance conservation of coral reefs,
Be it resolved that:

1)  the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force encourages its members to enter into such cooperative agreements to the extent their authority and their own policy considerations permit; and 

2)  the Task Force further encourages its members, to the maximum extent practicable, to: 

A) coordinate such agreements through the Task Force’s Steering Committee; and

B) provide opportunities for other members of the Task Force to join as parties to such agreements.

Be it further Resolved, that the Steering Committee shall report to the Task Force on the number and nature of such agreements at the next and subsequent meetings, including any recommendations they may have for better coordination or other improvements in the process.
