Pre-meeting Events - September 11-13, 2004

U.S. Coral Reef Task Force (USCRTF) Meeting

[Information subject to change]

SATURDAY, September 11

8:30-3:30
Teacher Training Workshop – Coral Reef Ecosystems*
Univ of Miami RSMAS, Seminar Room

Science Laboratory and Administration Building

* Attendance by invitation.  Contact:  

MONDAY, September 13

USCRTF SPONSORED WORKSHOPS 1, 2, and 3  (attendance welcome)

Location:
Eden Rock Hotel, 4525 Collins Avenue

Miami Beach, FL 33140

(305) 531-0000

8:30-12:00 
WORKSHOP 1



Title:  Improving Science and Management of Florida’s Coral Reef Ecosystems



Location:  Cotillion Ballroom



Agenda:  See information  below

12:00-1:00
Lunch Break

1:00-3:00
WORKSHOP 1 (cont)



Title:  Improving Science and Management of Florida’s Coral Reef Ecosystems



Location:  Cotillion Ballroom



Agenda:  See information  below

1:00-3:00
WORKSHOP 2

Title:  Sustainable Diving & Snorkeling Practices



Location:  Promenade (back of Grand Ballroom)



Agenda:  See information below

3:00-3:30
Break

3:30-5:30
WORKSHOP 3



Title:  Damage Assessment and Restoration Protocols for Coral Reef Habitats



Location:  Promenade (back of Grand Ballroom)



Agenda:  See information below

6:00-7:30
Welcome Reception (Ocean/Garden Terrace)

Workshop Agendas:  (information will be updated when available)

8:30-3:00 
WORKSHOP 1

Title:  Responding to the Coral Reef Crisis: Improving Coral Reef Management in S. Florida

Location:  Cotillion Ballroom

** DRAFT AGENDA ** (will be updated when available; not all speakers confirmed)
Talks will be 15 min. followed by 5 min. for questions.

8:30–8:45
Introduction – Billy Causey
8:45–9:45
The Regional Context
· Ecosystem management in South Florida – John Ogden

· Water Circulation from the Everglades to the Reefs – Tommy Lee

· Implications of Everglades Restoration to Coastal Waters and Ecosystems – Dave Rudnick

· The 2003 Blackwater Event:  An example of connectivity between the land and reefs – Rick Stumpf

9:45–10:45
Establishing a Baseline from which to Measure Change

· Using LIDAR to assess coral reef health – John Brock

· Long-term water quality monitoring in S. FL – Joe Boyer  
· Coral condition on Southeast Florida reefs (SECREMP) (Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach Counties) – David Gilliam 

10:45–11:00
Break

11:00–11:40 
Causes of Coral Reef Ecosystem Decline

· Impacts and Strategies to address large scale stressors –  Bob Haley 

· Impacts and Strategies to address local scale stressors – Steven Miller and Bill Precht

· Impacts of Diseases on Major Reef Building Corals in Florida and the Caribbean – Caroline Rogers

12:00–1:00
Lunch

1:00– 2:15
Using Science To Improve Management
· The Tortugas Ecological Reserve:  Joining Science, Socioeconomics, and Management – Jim Bohnsack  

· The Future of Seagrass:  Modeling water quality impacts on seagrass – Jim Fourqurean

· Florida Keys Geographic Information and Decision Support System – John McManus

· The Role of Social Science in Guiding Implementation – Dan Suman

2:15– 2:30
Evaluating our Progress in FL and the Nation

· The State of the Reefs Report:  Evaluating effectiveness at regional and national levels – Jenny Waddell
2:30–2:45
Conclusions/Recommendations – Moderators
2:45–3:00 
Discussion

1:00-3:00
WORKSHOP 2

Title:  Sustainable Diving & Snorkeling Practices



Location:  Promenade (back of Grand Ballroom)

Background

Coral reefs are one of the world’s most spectacular marine habitats, and diving and snorkeling are excellent ways to explore them. As coral reefs face an increasingly uncertain future, divers, snorkelers and other coral reef visitors can play an important role in helping to protect these fragile environments.

Southeast Florida dive operators and other members of the diving and boating community are invited to attend and participate in Sustainable Diving & Snorkeling Practices, a workshop being held in association with the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force (USCRTF) 2004 Meeting in Miami, FL. The workshop, organized by the USCRTF Education & Outreach Working Group and the Southeast Florida Action Strategy Team (SEFAST), will include presentations, a question and answer session and an opportunity for participants to provide feedback on local sustainable diving initiatives. No registration or fee is required to attend.

Workshop Purpose

· Increase awareness of diver/snorkeler impacts to coral reefs

· Explore methods, programs and rationale for promoting sustainable diving and snorkeling practices

· Obtain feedback from the southeast Florida dive community (upper Keys to Martin County) to assist in planning future workshops for dive operators to be held in 2005, as part of the Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative (SEFCRI)

Workshop Topics

· Do diving and snorkeling damage the environment? 

· CORAL Guide to Responsible Practices 

· Cost/benefit analysis of sustainable diving/snorkeling practices

· Development of the Blue Star Program in the Florida Keys

· Question & Answer/Discussion Forum 

3:30-5:30
WORKSHOP 3



Title:  Damage Assessment and Restoration Protocols for Coral Reef Habitats



Location:  Promenade (back of Grand Ballroom)



Agenda:  TBD

The United States Coral Reef Task Force (USCRTF) was established by Presidential Executive Order in 1998 to lead U.S. efforts to preserve and protect coral reef ecosystems. The USCRTF includes twelve federal agencies responsible for aspects of coral reef conservation, seven state and territorial partners, and three freely associated states. The USCRTF has been instrumental in building partnerships and strategies for on-the-ground action to conserve coral reefs. For further information on the USCRTF and the 2004 Meeting in Miami, please visit www.coralreef.gov.

