U.S. Coral Reef Task Force Meeting

September 14-15, 2004

Eden Roc Hotel, 4525 Collins Avenue

Miami Beach, FL 33140   (305) 531-0000

Meeting is open to the public.  Registration is requested.  Agenda subject to change.

* Meeting includes some events with the South Florida Ecosystem Restoration Task Force.

For more information and registration please go to WWW.CORALREEF.GOV.

AGENDA

MONDAY, September 13
8:30-5:30
WORKSHOPS (detailed agendas available at http://www.ces.fau.edu/taskforce/)
8:30-3:00 
Improving Science and Management of Florida’s Coral Reef Ecosystems

1:00-3:00
Sustainable Diving & Snorkeling Practices
3:30-5:30
Damage Assessment and Restoration Protocols for Coral Reef Habitats

6:00-8:00
Welcome Reception (Ocean/Garden Terrace)

TUESDAY, September 14  (Grand Ballroom)

All day

Exhibits/displays (Mona Lisa Room)

7:30-8:30
Registration (Cotillion Court)

8:30-8:40
Open Meeting (Assistant Secretary C. Manson, Dept of the Interior

Deputy Assistant Secretary T. Keeney, Dept of Commerce,

Task Force Cochairs)

8:40-9:00
Welcome Remarks

9:00-9:10
Task Force Member Introductions (all)

9:10-10:15
Report from the Steering Committee (Steering Committee members)

· Progress report on existing tasks (35 min p, 10 min d)

· New proposals for Task Force consideration (10 min p, 10 min d)

10:15-10:30
Break (refreshments in Mona Lisa Room)

10:30-11:45
Presentation:  The Science and Management Connection in South Florida Ecosystem Restoration  (joint session with South Florida Ecosystem Restoration Task Force, www.sfrestore.org) *

11:45-12:00
Task Force Awards (Co-chairs, Task Force)

12:00-1:00
Lunch Break 

1:15-2:30
Task Force Business Items:

1:15  National Park Service/Biscayne NPark (FMainella, DOI/NPS)(10 p, 5 d)

1:30  Report from U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy (Dr. Frank Muller-Karger, Commissioner)(10 p, 15 d)



1:55  Update on Task Force Report to Congress (Rgriffis, NOAA)(10 p, 10 d)



2:15  Update on State of U.S. Reefs Report (Jenny Waddell, NOAA)(10 p, 5 d)

2:30-3:15
Public Comment

3:15-3:30
Break (refreshments in Mona Lisa Room)

3:30-4:30
Public Comment

4:30-5:30
Task Force Business Items:

4:30  All Islands Coral Reef Initiative Report (Lelei Peau, Chair)(10 p, 5 d)

4:45  Report on Pre-meeting Workshops (workshop coordinators)(30 p)

5:15  General Task Force Discussion (all)

5:30

Adjorn
6:00-8:00
Welcome Reception (Ocean Terrace)

WEDNESDAY, September 15 (Grand Ballroom)

All day

Exhibits/displays (Mona Lisa Room)

7:30-8:30
Registration (Cotillion Court)

8:30-8:40
Open Meeting (Task Force Cochairs)

8:40-9:00
Welcome Remarks (James Connaughton, Chair,

White House Council on Environmental Quality, invited)

9:00-9:40
Keynote Presentation:  Building Resilient Coral Reef Ecosystems

(Dr. Andrew Skeat, Executive Director, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority)

9:40-10:00
Task Force Discussion

10:00-10:15
Break (refreshments in Mona Lisa Room)

10:15-12:00
Task Force Business items:

10:15
Status of Local Action Strategies (LAS) (overview)(10 p, 5 d)

10:30
Progress Reports from jurisdictions (including LAS) (10 min each)

11:40
Task Force Discussion:  Turning LAS into action (20 min d)
12:00-1:15
Lunch Break
1:30-2:30
Expert Panel:  Building Resilient Coral Reef Ecosystems in South Florida:  Challenges and Opportunities (45 p, 15 d)

2:30-3:15
Task Force Business (cont):

2:30  Report on Atlantic Mitigation Study (Steven Williams, USFWS)(10 p, 5 d)

2:45  Progress Reports from federal agency members (5 min each)

3:15-3:30
Break

3:30-4:15
Task Force Business (cont):

3:30
Progress Reports from federal agency members (5 min each)

4:00
Action on existing and new items (30 min d)

4:30-5:15
Hot Topic Presentations:

· New tool:  Florida Keys Decision Support System (John McManus, UMiami)(10 p, 5 d)

· New tool:  Reefs at Risk Caribbean  (Lauretta Burke, WRI)(10 p, 5 d)

· Update:  Coral Reef Research Strategies (USGS/NOAA)(10 p, 5 d)

5:15-5:30
General Discussion

The United States Coral Reef Task Force (USCRTF) was established by Presidential Executive Order in 1998 to lead U.S. efforts to preserve and protect coral reef ecosystems. The USCRTF includes twelve federal agencies responsible for aspects of coral reef conservation, seven state and territorial partners, and three freely associated states. The USCRTF has been instrumental in building partnerships and strategies for on-the-ground action to conserve coral reefs. For further information on the USCRTF and the 2004 Meeting in Miami, please visit www.coralreef.gov.
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