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Protecting Coral Spawning and Recruitment Events

(version 3, 09/08/04)
Whereas, corals are primary reef builders that create habitats for countless  species of plant and animal life, and produce one of the world’s most diverse and productive ecosystems, and;

Whereas, in all human communities adjacent to coral reefs, the social framework, values and cultures are interwoven around the practices that rely on, and benefits that accrue from healthy coral reefs, and;

Whereas, in all U.S. flag and Freely Associated islands, a significant portion of the population either directly or indirectly benefits from living reefs, and;

Whereas, in all U.S. flag and Freely Associated islands, a large, if not majority percentage of the islands’ economies are based upon tourism, and;

Whereas, in those U.S. flag and Freely Associated  islands, the primary draw for tourism is based upon healthy coral reefs and the active and passive recreational opportunities directly linked to healthy reefs, and;

Whereas, nearly one-third of all fish species [Cite source?] live on coral reefs while many of the remaining species depend on reefs and nearby seagrass beds and mangrove forests for critical stages of their life cycles, and;

Whereas, approximately one-half of all federally managed commercial fish species depend on coral reefs for at least part of their life cycle [Cite source?], and;

Whereas, corals reproduce through the release of egg and sperm or larvae into the water column and subsequent settlement requires particulate free, uncontaminated surfaces, and;

Whereas, while some species of reef building corals reproduce monthly, many others spawn only once a year, and;

Whereas, for successful coral recruitment requires unpolluted (uncontaminated, clean, clear) waters and substrata are required, and;

Whereas, many human activities, such as large earthmoving activities and/or dredging activities, can result in a significant addition of nutrients, suspended particulates and dissolved products in the waters that can interfere with successful reproduction and recruitment  of corals, and;

Whereas, spawning periods for the majority of coral species can be predicted accurately for any period into the future, and;

Whereas, foreknowledge in the planning of human activities to protect the predicted spawning periods can reduce and/or eliminate any financial impacts to the persons conducting those activities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that, 

1.  The United States Coral Reef Task Force recommends that all Federal agencies that issue or provide permits, licenses, funding, or that conduct activities in the coastal zones or waters on or closely adjacent to coral reefs, to the extent consistent with applicable Federal laws and regulations, assess the impacts of such activities on all predicted coral reproduction and recruitment events during the life of the activity, and;

2.   the United States Coral Reef Task Force recommends that such Federal agencies condition such permits, licenses, funding or conduct of the activity, to the extent consistent with applicable Federal laws and regulations, to avoid, to the maximum extent practicable, any adverse effects to coral reefs and predicted spawning events and, where avoidance is not practicable, to otherwise mitigate any adverse effects that do occur, and;

3.  The Task Force will request that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issue public notice of predicted spawning and reproduction events through an annual list provided jointly by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Department of Interior, using the best available science on predicted spawning peaks to coastal zone management.   Notice shall also be provided to major petroleum companies that ship product to U.S. coral reef destinations to allow sufficient advance notice for these companies to avoid unloading petroleum during peak spawning times (including shipping to and from a vessel) ,and to industries that conduct activities that might adversely affect coral reefs and predicted spawning events (e.g. transport, transfer or discharge of materials harmful to coral reefs; dredging; fishing; diving; coastal construction), so that potentially harmful activities to spawning events can be avoided, and; 
4.  The Task Force recommends that each coral reef jurisdiction (state, territory or commonwealth) develop and implement within its coastal zone management plans, “enforceable policies,” as that term is used in the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and the CZMA’s implementing regulations, requiring that consistency determinations under the CZMA consider the effects of the activity of the license on spawning events, and;

5.  The Task Force strongly recommends that each coral reef jurisdiction design any local law, executive order or rule adopted  to protect coral reefs as an enforceable policy as that term is used in the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and its implementing regulations in that jurisdiction’s federally approved Coastal Zone Management Program. 
[Suggested replacement/consolidation of #4&5 above…]

4.  The Task Force recommends that each coral reef jurisdiction (state, territory or commonwealth) develop and implement laws, regulations or executive orders that would be legally binding on its citizens and agencies and that would constitute “enforceable policies” as defined by the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and the CZMA’s implementing

regulations.  Each coral reef jurisdiction should also incorporate any local laws, executive orders or rules adopted for such purpose into its federally approved Coastal Zone Management Program for CZMA federal consistency purposes.  These actions would help to ensure that impacts

on spawning events are addressed in local reviews and authorizations that could adversely affect spawning events.
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