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I believe it would be exciting to accept the role as president of SAIL and if elected, I will try to fulfill its many responsibilities.  Goals, development, participation and communication are only a few ideas that come to mind, but a good leadership role should include its members to work together, creating a stronger, collaborative environment.  I look forward to the opportunity to sharing ideas with my colleagues, creating an atmosphere of dedication and participation, and just having plain old fun.     

I have been an active member of SAIL since 1993. Involvement has included attending all meetings except last year’s at Harbor Branch, presenting papers at the 6th (Bermuda), 9th (Ocean Springs, MS), and 12th (VIMS) meetings and hosting the 5th (Beaufort, N.C.) and 14th (Port Aransas, TX) conferences. 

I attended college at Radford University and received my B.A. degree in languages and a minor in business.  Upon graduating and in order to stay in the area, I accepted a clerk typist position at the Virginia Tech Library in Blacksburg.  Five years eventually turned into fifteen and through various promotions, I ended up as a library assistant cataloger in the Science Division.

During my last few years at Va. Tech, I also had the opportunity to begin a library school program offered by the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  Since Virginia did not have any library programs, UNC Greensboro had selected Blacksburg as one of its remote sites.  I couldn’t pass this up, especially since the only traveling involved walking into the library boardroom on the 6th floor.  I was only able to take a few courses because of a job change.

In 1993, I accepted a library associate position at the Duke University Marine Laboratory in Beaufort, N.C.  A particular science reference librarian, who had recently retired from Va. Tech and moved to the Beaufort area, saw the posting for the position and mentioned it to me in a letter.  Shirley felt that even if I didn’t get the job, the interview process would be good experience for me. Not only was she right, but I was offered the job and began my new position in May 1993.  I was quite apprehensive about the challenges that were facing me.  15 years working in a technical services department was quite different from heading a small, one-person branch library, of which I knew nothing.  I accomplished a lot during 6 years at the lab.  Even though there were the routine ups and downs, the stress of hurricane damages and work overload, I still loved what I did and to this day, I’ll never forget “the DUML family.”  I truly gained a tremendous amount of experience.  

While working at the Duke Marine Library, I also had the opportunity to finish my masters degree in library science which meant traveling 3-½ hrs. (one way) to Durham to attend classes at North Carolina Central University.  I did this twice a week for about two long years and when I think about it now, I don’t know how in the world I did it.  I do know that with a friend’s help, who let me sleep on her futon couch once a week and drink gobs of flavored tea (my true introduction to assortments of teas), made all the difference in the world.  With continued support from friends and family, I finally graduated in 1997, cum laude, from the School of Library and Information Sciences, North Carolina Central University, Durham, N.C.     

In the early spring of 1999, I decided to pursue another path in my life.  I was faced with a job change and interviewed with the University of Texas at Austin, for the position I hold now.  Never in a million years did I ever think that I would end up living in Texas!  

I’m still excited to be here and love the work that I do.  Guess I ought to, after being in the field for so many years.  The challenges are still there, but I’ve come to learn that perhaps heading a small marine library is just in my blood, along with the hurricanes!         

